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Preface

By the grace of Lord Siva, who is the embodiment of love, His way of Agama-s
and Agamic Pdja is being upheld at temples across the world by Adiéaiva

community, due to his grace and His command.

Yet, now, there arise questions as to why persons belonging to all communities
should not be allowed to be the priest and change this age-old tradition of the
Parartha Pja offered by the Adiéaiva-s and to negate the religious sentiment of

countless millions of people.
Thus, it is imperative for the common man upwards to the government, to

understand what is Agama, what is Alaya (or temple) and who are the Adidaiva-s

- this report has been prepared to serve that purpose.
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Origin of Saiva religion

ot e e Wi et o |

(e geeROmTE:, FeaFTary 9e:, Jo - Ro¢, R0-37)

Sivena sthapitam Saivam Saivéna sthapitam Sivam |

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakarapagama, Nityarcanavidhipatala:, page - 208, 20-a)

The Saiva religion was established by Lord Siva. The Saiva religion so established in

turn propagates Lord Siva as the Supreme in this world.

Origin of Véda-s and Sivagama-s

AT AT RhT SIhgY: T e

(T -G-TEEH, Yo & W)

védagamau maya proktau lokasrste: pura sive |

(éa/végama—/ékha-san/asvam, page - 5)

Hey Parvati! Even before the Universe was created, I created the Veéda-s

and Sivagama-s.
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Emergence of Sivagama-s

giEees TeeT=: g uasy |
Tt faues T Tereiars foteras |

(SN, ST IRANEIE: I - %, o ¥)

srstikalé mahésana: purusartham prasiddhayé |

vidhatte vimalam jnanam pancaratroto 'bhilaksitam ||

(Sriman Mrgéndragama: Sataratnasarigraha: page - 24, verse - 4)

At the time of creation of the Universe, Lord éiva, in order to create the Purusartha-s
(the four things prayed for by man - Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksa are the

Purusartha-s), created pure Knowledge (.§iva'gama-s) as revealed from His five Faces.

3T Toraaee: e e |
T = freeReEm ArERia s |

(Introduction sTrcgaehTHeRTTY: (T=IfeTT))

agatam Sivavaktrebhya: gatanca girijamukhé |

matam ca Sivabhaktanam agamancéti kathyaté ||

(Introduction Srimat Pdarvakamikagama: (granthalipi))

The term Agama is from the first letters of the three words - agatam, gatam and
matam. Agatam is that which has come or emanated. Gatam is that which has

reached. Matam is a discipline or code of conduct. Hence, that which has come from
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Lord Siva's countenance, which has reached Parvati's face and that which serves as a

discipline for devotees of Siva (the twenty eight tantra-s) are called Agama-s.

This verse proves three facts. The é/végama—s were given by Lord Siva. They were

revealed directly to Parvati. The é/végama—s are the only canonical texts for Saiva-s.

§iv5gama-s in the words of Tirumular - a great Tamil saint

Tirumular, a great Tamil saint said to have lived about 5000 years ago in Tamil Nadu is
the author of Tirumantiram, an ancient text containing 3000 verses. It is said that
Tirumular composed one verse every year for three thousand years. One can infer that
he should definitely have been well-versed in the é/végama—s by comparing the

content and import of the é/végama—s and Tirumantiram.

The Sivagama-s are twenty eight in number. Lord Siva revealed the first ten agama-s
to three individuals each, totaling thirty individuals. The next eighteen agama-s were
revealed to a total of thirty six individuals, at the rate of two persons per agama. Thus,

the agama-s were taught to sixty six individuals in total by Lord Siva.

Furthermore, Lord éiva, in the form of Mahasadasivamirti with twenty five faces,
revealed the é/végama—s from the five faces of 18ana, His fifth Face. This information

is given in the Tantravatarapatala and other Patala-s of the agama-s.

That Lord Siva revealed the twenty eight agama-s, that He revealed this to sixty six
individuals and from the five faces of His fifth face, 1$ana, are claims that neither fit
any other work other than é/végama—s nor do they have reference in any other core

text.

In this context, let us refer the Tirumantiram verse below:
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Slepgan Cuail flency @i LITGSS6T
SIEQE(H DBHLSS! CPEHTDIAT Y HLOD
2|@hFal]l Fn Il DMILISS BImIU(HLD
DIEh& b WPa5HD oL Qurmer CalLCs
A mwpAID, LGS, <y, HFDIL, LssD - 162, 57)

ancana meéeni arivai or bagattan
ancogu irubattu manrula agamam
ancali ktppi arubattu aruvarum

ancu am mugattil arum porul kéttade

(Tirumantiram, part-1, Agamaccirappu, page - 162, verse 57)

There are sixty six who heard the twenty eight Agama-s from the uppermost face of

the blue-bodied One.

Comparing the meaning of this verse to the references in é/végama—s discussed in
the previous section, even a layman can infer with certainty that Tirumular has
composed the Tirumantiram in close accordance with the éivégama—s. Thus, since
the Tirumantiram is an essence of the éivégama—s, one needs to interpret the

Tirumantiram in the context of the é/végama—s and not otherwise.

SETERTE) B|(HETTE D(THGHLD SFleursLoLd
craenfled QLS erartGamg BIOTUNTLD
eNlemremreur FrE6 e (LPLILILD 2 enrSSeT
parewfl Hlerm o CuTmeT gHgieuet préen
(Emepeorr EHLHATD, UGSH-1. Y sLEFESDUL, L&SHD - 164, 58)
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annal arulal arulum civagamam
ennil irubattu enkodi nurayiram
vinnavar ican vizuppam uraittanar

nanni ninru apporul eéttuvan nané

(Tirumdlar Tirumantiram, part-1, Agamaccirappu, pakkam - 164, verse 58)

The .§iv§gama-s revealed by the Grace of Lord Siva number twenty eight crores and a
hundred thousand. By the wish and command of Lord Siva who abides in space, |

attempt to glorify the meaning therein.

SETERTE) B|(HETTE D(HGHLD SFleursLoLd
eraremtlall Camg Qzn@SSHD < ulend
Slamanred dHs iPley iPlwimesied
cramranfilell Camqud BrGwe erpsGs

Emepar SmobETD, UEH-1, @Ls0sfniy, UssD - 169
annal arulal arulum civagamam
ennili kodi toguttidum ayinum
annal arinada arivu ariyavidil
ennili kodiyum nirmél ezutté

(Tirumdlar Tirumantiram, part-1, Agamaccirappu, page - 169)

Though the éivﬁgama-s revealed by the Grace of Lord Siva number countless crores
when compiled, if one doesn't realize the Knowledge known by Him, all the countless

crores are as useless as writing upon water.
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Lord Siva blessed the world with the Sivagama-s

only for the welfare of the world

STATCH-T- AR FH-a-9- fa e |
e = Rrercae e s vered ||

(FRYEEEEE: J-¥%)

athatma-mala-mayakhya karma-bandha-vimuktayé |

vyaktayé ca Sivatvasya Sivat jnanam pravartaté |l

(Svayambhuvasitrasangraha: page - 4)

To break (from the souls) and destroy the tripartite (3) bonds of Anava, Kanma,
Mayai that affect all souls and to bring forth the Divinity of Siva that abides in every

soul, Knowledge known as .§iv§gama-s were created by Siva.

Lord Siva blessed the world with the Sivagama-s only for the welfare of the world.

Types of worship as expounded in the Sivégama-s

ST W IoT fgfaeea |

(s geRrTT:, e fafy gee:, g-0, R-37)

atmarthanca pararthanca paja avividhamucyaté |

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakaranagama, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 207, 2-a)
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Pi1ja can be differentiated into two types - Atmartha (that which gives fruits only to

the one performing the piija) and Parartha (that which can give fruits to all the world).

What is Atmartha piija (Personal worship)?

I, S FiogTa T |
ST [T . e Il

(s gesRromT:, FeamE fafy 9o, g-0¢, )

sarvésam atmaraksartham istalingarcanam grhe |

atmarthamiti vikhyatam................ I

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 208, 12)

Atmartha Piija is that which is performed for the well-being of individual persons

(done for themselves), with personal Linga-s according to one's wish.

In the Atmartha Pdja, only they have rights in whose house the worship is conducted.
Atmartha Pdja can be conducted in any desired representations (istaliigarcanam).
Furthermore, since the fruits of the this Puja accrue only to those who perform it

(sarvésam atmaraksartham), this is termed Atmartha Puja.

Can everyone perform Atmartha Piija and Parartha Piija?

Ty &t foe ST Siferdre varerhr:
Y I A 7 Fad o qageT |

(ST YERROTT:, FeATaty gee:, g-j0¢, 20)

viora ksatriya vit $adra: diksitarica pravééaka: |
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atmartha yajanam kuryat na kuryat ca pararthakam ||

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 208, 17)

Those Brahmana, Ksatriya, VaiSya and Stidra who have received Diksa (Samaya,

Vi$ésa and Nirvana) can perform Atmartha Piija, but not Parartha Piija.

This verse explains that people from all the four classifications can perform pdja, only
after undergoing initiation. Yet, even after initiation and even after being qualified in all

ways, they can only perform Atmartha Pdja, and not Parartha Paja.

Necessity of Parartha Puja (Temple worship)

TSt AU Iy e |
e fafe fog gyt gih: a@ |l
FIedeed AaHRPERHSH |

T I FEEAT o S wod |
(ST YERROTT:, FeATatY 9ee:, g-30¢, 20-2%)

sarvésam raksanarthaya gramadisu visésata: |
sthapitamm vidhina lingam surairva munibhi: narai: ||
svayamudbhatalinganca pratimancéesvaratmakam |

tat parartham samakhyatam sarvesam atmana: phalam ||

(S'r/‘-mat Pdrvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page-208, 10-11)

(The worshipping of) the Linga established properly by Deéva-s, Sages or Men
according to ritual prescriptions, or self-formed "Svayambhu" Linga, or sculptures

with divineness, for the welfare of all the people (in all the world), in villages and so
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on, is termed Parartha Puja. The fruits of Parartha Puja is for the well-being of all

Creation.

In public places like villages, towns and cities, the special establishment of temples
and offering worship there is Parartha Pdgja. Further, only the worship of Linga-s
established by Deva-s, Sages or Men according to the correct rituals prescribed, or a
self-formed "Svayambhu" Linga is termed Parartha Pgja, and not the worship of any

Linga established according to one's personal whims and fancies.

Similarly, since the well-being of all Creation is ensured only by Parartha Puja, there
is no place for one's personal prayers in Parartha Puja. Further, prayers done by
individuals with specific personal desires are termed Atmartha Pija. Some elders also
infer that Parartha Pdja is done by Adidaiva purely for the love of the Lord with no

specific personal prayers.

Who is eligible to perform Parartha puja?

AT TOIF @S oo gy |

(ST gehro, e fafy wes:, 9-R0¢, 2¢-37)

atmarthanca pararthanca svadi Saivena pdjitam |

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 208, 18-a)

Both Atmartha Piija and Parartha Piija should be performed by a good Adisaiva.

Since the previous verses prohibit all other classifications of people from performing

Parartha Paja (including Vipra, Ksatriya, Vaisya and S'Udra), and this verse allows
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Adisaiva the rights to perform both Atmartha Pdja and Parartha Pgja, it can be

inferred that only an Adidaiva can perform Parartha Pdja.

(Since the earlier section prohibits people from all the four castes from performing
Parartha Pdja, and this section specifically endows that right on Adidaiva-s or
Sivacarya-s, it could further be inferred that Adidaiva-s are apart from the four caste

classifications.)

e Affaeh el St TXreeh |
UM TR SRRe e |

(SN QERROTE:, feTeHTafy 92, 9-R08], %-31 & 4-37)

nityam naimittikam kamyam var/an/'_yam pararthakeé |

karsanadi pratisthantam adisaivéna karayét |

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 209, 24-a & 25-a)

(In places of Parartha Piija like temples) Nitya Puja (daily prayers), Naimittika Piija
(special, occasional prayers) and Kamya Piija (prayers with desired fruits as
objective) should be avoided (by non-Adidaiva-s). From the time of ploughing the
field for conmstruction of the temple onwards, till the installation of the deities,

everything should be done through Adisaiva-s.

In all the activities and Puja-s at a temple , including construction, installation, Nityam,

Naimittikam and Kamyam should not be performed by anyone other than an Adidaiva.

Types of Temples as per §iv5gama-s

The temples of Vinayaka, éiva, Devi, Skanda, Surya and others belong to the first

type of temples. Temples of Ayyanar, Kali, Mari and other Gramadévata-s, and in
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temples of smaller deities like Madan, Idumban, Pecci, Kadamban and so on fall
under the second type. Only an Adidaiva has the right to perform pdja-s at both types
of temples. Pujari-s or priests who have come down the lineage of various Rsi-s, can

perform only Nitya Paja, and only at the second type of temples.

The reference from Agama-s supporting the view above:
vd g ot 39 woree favea: |
Fc o et W TR H TR |
TiaERTT FergsT weof qer ||
SCAATRIT FAIOT e HATOT A0 o |
T Fafor ST o  foema: |
NI ICER HEEP SRR I aEE
@y fogre TmHeaarr qor |
35 Mehee A= o |
g ATk i aeE W |
FOUNE AR SeRed HRad |

(e QERROTE:, feTeHiafy 92, -R08, 30-3T - 34-37)

Saivam tu avividham jnéyam kalakala vibhédata: ||
kalam vai Sivagarbha: syat akalam rsi garbhakam |
pratisthasthapanam nityapdjanam proksanam tatha ||
utsavadini sarvani kamya karmani yani ca |

tani sarvani karyani kaléna tu visésata: ||
sastrarcanam ksudrabimbapujanancanyapdjanam |
svesta lingarcanam gramadevataradhanam tatha ||
akaléna prakartavyam Saivatantranusarina |

nityam naimittkam kamyam varjaniyam pararthaké ||
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karsanadi pratisthantam adisaivéna karayét |
(S'r/'mat Pdrvakarapagama, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 209, 30-b - 35-a)

Saivam can be divided into Kalam and Akalam.. Those born from Siva Garbha
(those who are the progeny of éiva) are known as Kalam. Similarly, those born from
Rsi Garbha (those Rsi-s not directly in Siva Srsti) are known as Akalam. In temples
of Ayyanar, and those of other smaller deities and Gramadeévata-s, Piijari-s or Akala-
s can perform Nitya Piija in accordance with Agama rules. Nevertheless, even in such
temples, the P#ja-s from construction to installation, Kumbhabhisékam,
Samproksam, Nitya Piuja, Naimittika Puja and Kamya Puja ought to be performed

by Adisaiva-s.

This establishes that even in temples of deities like Ayyanar and so on, Adisaiva-s
have the eligibility to perform Nitya Pdja-s. It is also clear from the verse above the in
temples of the first type, non-Adiaiva-s do not have any eligibility to perform the

Pja-s.

Parartha Piija done by Adisaiva -s result in good to all

IR TRNOT Uidqel foggee ||
3MME I IoT ° HaArargeh ST |

(%ﬁﬂ?—[ 1ﬁEb—ITUTI'I'I'ETI, Frearetaty UZS:, 9-R0R, R3-3M-R%-37)
agamokta prakaréna pratistha lingapujanam ||

adi daivasya pija ca sarvasiddhikari smrta |

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page-209, 23-a-24-a)

Agama, Alaya, Adidaiva - Revealed Text, the Temple and the Adiéaiva: A Report Page 15 of 42

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

It is known that the proper installation and worship of the éivalir’lga and the prayers,
as prescribed in the Agama-s, done by AdiSaiva-s, results in all kinds of good

benefits.

T RIEACE &0 I aqar |l
ey oy o= @eHa &

(e JERITHERTTH:, THTEAR U2e: -9, 437 - 2R6-31)

tasmat pararthamatmartham sthapanam yajanam tatha ||

Sivavipréna kartavyam anyesam svarthameéeva hi |

(érfmat Parvakamikagama:, Tantravatara patala: page - 7,125-b - 126-a)

Hence, Atmartha Kumbhabhisékam, Atmartha Puja, Parartha Kumbhabhisekam
and Parartha Piija should all be done only by Adisaiva-s, also known as .§ivavipra-s,

and others (apart from AdiSaiva-s), can only perform Atmartha Piija-s.
T I HE R g et |

(ST JERITHRTTH:, STEATETY Ues:, J-4, &-37)

parartham yajanam karyam $iva vipraistu nityasa. |

(érfmat Parvakamikagama:, Arcanavidhi patala:, page - 25, 6a)

Parartha Piija (temple worship) should be performed every day only by Adisaiva-s,

4 . .
known as Sivavipra-s.
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Effect of Piija-s by different Acarya-s in a temple

C N N [N
THET HAATFAGAITH |
TGRS ToRE [a9ara ||
(%ﬁ'ﬁ?‘[‘ﬁﬁﬂ'&lﬁﬂ?:)

It is stipulated that worship at a temple has to be performed by a
single individual only. A mixture of Acarya-s results in destruction of

the King and the country.

(Srimat Piirvakamikagama:)

ST AT a7 U A o S |
TGS T & =R_T: ||
STRIepes ST ST &by faer: |
IEETIIBMTE el FahRd: ||
E5hHI1E HERIEIRIRAIGH! Als |
RS A SRERAEG Foq ||

T TSR] AR |

e TISTehTd AT AAATAY T ||
3T i A A S [ |

q C N_O O I
IRy el NI ||

(%ﬁ'ﬁ?‘[tﬁﬁv‘lﬁ%‘ﬂmz)

How is it possible for a single individual to perform all the activities in a
temple? The Lord answers this by saying, either the son, grandson or
relatives of the Acarya, one who has obtained diksha from the Acarya, one

who has been ordered and appointed by the Acarya and one associated
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with him, Adiéaiva clan, Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vai$ya and Sidra, Anuloma
(the offspring of one who has married into a lower community), Gandharva
(singers), dancers, Rudrakanya and Devadasi (women dedicated to
offering service at the temple), those who follow orders given to them, the
activities done by all of these are also said to have been performed by the

Acarya.

How is this possible? Even if ordinary men are appointed by the King as
representatives to carry out his orders, the activity is deemed to have been
carried out by the King himself. Similarly, all the people involved in a
temple's puja-s are responsible to the Acarya and their activities are said
to be the activities of the Acarya. Both the positive and negative effects of

their actions reflect upon the Z\Cérya.

If there be a mixture of Acarya-s, there will be destruction for the king as
an example. The $anti (prayascitta) or special process should be

performed to counter this error.

This shows that the Agama-s are not individualistic, not exclusive. They are
inclusive - with specific jobs for different people. A mixture in this results in
worse effects. A single temple worshipped at by a single Acarya and the
people initiated by him - meant there was a single point control, a single
method and process of worship that went on for generations. This is the

responsibility of the Acarya.
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STEATNGTIRIESE 58T 3 = Jehifaar: |
STETIUTE SheleaT YoTl TardehishaT | |

STehTeR S HeagsT [aRied: |

Acarya and Arcaka are the two types of those called éivadvija. Only
Acarya-s are eligible to perform Naimittika PGja. Only Arcaka-s can

perform Arcana and Nitya Puja.

MRV hded T ATHae=T |

-~

5
G- ATad Iq 3ok qaaaq ||

~

The Arcaka should complete the end of the three-kala sandhya puja.
Naimittikam can be performed only after Nitya puja, and in close
association with it. So an Acarya and Arcaka have to work together.

The Arcaka performs the duties allotted to him and the Acarya, his.

e Ataiaes e gy 9tq sifaag |

-~

FPuja is of three types. Nitya puja is daily puja. It is of two types.
Nityam and Agantukanityam or repetitive, regular Nitya pdja.
Naimittikam is also of two types - Naimittikam and Agantuka

Naimittikam. An Acarya can also perform the Agantukanityam.

FHUMS UTABF AHrdeEead |
AT FeRHIYT AT TJaq ||
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FI TRgTeE Wixh STeIHT=a e |
el WHAgs H e Iy ||
TR ATHfeh <e ETeruE HRAd |

From Karsana to installation can only be performed by Acarya and
not an Arcaka. Kamyam is also of two types - Bahyam or that which
is public, and Abhyantaram or that which is personal. Kamyam and

Naimittikam are to be performed only by Acarya.

The daily pdja is a systematic pattern laid down by the Agama-s.
The special puja-s are performed in harmony with the daily puja-s by
the Acarya. Like a doctor and a surgeon, the Arcaka and Acarya

have to work together in unison.

uFTEET ewatEar - iyt
STETILTIRHIT T SSHATAT |
kY FAladl: THEE: Fehitaar: ||
AT I hTEIS T H e SFaT |
TG M STehATa H% ||
HASFAGFE T THAEH: |
e Il hall TR 95 ||
I FUI] HearshmTedr qadq |

o oo

s SHHUESS AR sha ||

The qualifications -
The five types of Acarya - Acarya, Arcaka, Alankrta:, Sadhaka: and

Vacaka. The duties for each are described as follows. Acarya-s are
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supposed to analyse the Agama-s in depth and perform Naimittika pdja
according to the prescriptions in the Agama-s. Arcaka-s are supposed to
perform Arcana or regular worship. Alankrta-s have to perform the
Alankara or decoration. Sadhaka-s have to supply the pdja material.
Vacaka-s are supposed to chant the Agama mantra-s. Thus were the

Acarya-s divided into five types.

The four types of Arcaka to Vacaka are only eligible to perform Nitya kriya.
Since in Siva temples, the Kcérya performs a main role, and the
intermingling of Acarya and Arcaka would result in great destruction, it is
advised that the Arcaka-s and others in a Siva temple be of the same

Acarya clan.

quUUe - Ecaafaies - 203

3T FTEh: FaTHRoTy e |
ATSHRGTH: AT : ||

e TG HgTHhEHad: |

An Acarya is surounded by disciples, is decorated in various ornaments
just as Siva, has all marks of a Saiva like a properly tied turban (headgear),
a top cloth worn on the shoulder (Uttariyam) and so on. Such an Adisaiva
who is brimming with happiness and complete involvement, is pleasant and
calm and who has total faith and devotion (S'rac/c/ha_ and bhaktj) should

perform puja. Puja is not a duty but performance of an artform.
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qUHT - gl { - TSIy

RIATRIGHT e a7 Sieetrar: |
FAUR Heled Rregieshe wuq ||
WYL FRd TSHGET HAH? |

qUAS - ¢ - Praafataes:

e |HTGER edl TSI Fearsieiash: |

Adiéaiva has to perform PUja after performing ablutions including daily
washing and cleaning.

IR e - gue R
ATATASLAITASS R

IMEIEhogd: T2 AR |
RSt RIERHeeRE: ||

(@) o (@) o

RIATH AN RIANA[OY s eh: |

T g TUhiaed & HegT o9 ||
SRS TR HRA |
FHHERAS Vo] el TOATFRH | |
3T Pl TS TANTARY IoT: |

The Adidaiva clan has come of the five rsi-s. He understands the tattva of the

meaning of all the $astra-s. He has analysed and understood in depth, the knowledge
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of Siva. He knows the Siva Siddhanta. He performs puja everyday to Siva, Agni and

Guru. He alone is the Sthapaka, always and no one else, in matters pertaining to Siva.

Even Anu$aiva-s who are Kings, and others, cannot perform installation and other
ritual action (including Naimittikam, Utsavam, Jimoddharana). From the time the
ground is ploughed for the construction of the temple, till the installation of the deity,
only an Adiéaiva has the rights to perform these rituals. If other clans perform these
rituals, there is destruction for the king, and is equivalent to performing negative

Abhicara Pdja for the dévata-s.

AT - Fevifafiues u - v ¥¥

D [a) o

STATIEATSIIEG] AhGIFdaueE: |

S

Who is an Acarya? An Acarya is one who is born in the Adiéaiva community. He

alone has the rights to perform all kinds of worship.

qUHT - TAUREUCS § - NAlaiaraes

(Engal < &MU GeLGLIHEnLD)

IS Hgh: HashH THTeRd |
HAMT HSRE S s d: ||
RIS O e = |

T TTeq0T el fafereT heaeheom | |
g el e 39 R aeare T |

T A SR TR T HABh ool AT ||
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FHITAIRI AT Tt hifar: |
T TeTarcadiia anfeve S ||
Toram Siferenga o e e |
GATTHT: W faEesE T ||
ESISRIREE CANCR IS Gl ca Rl
T G ST, e ad ||
FHHDIE TIF T TG TR |
TRTEATS TURT: 91 BT Tgstreaen ||
TgeTIieTanterepTian: fouy hagsa: |
SISl SheTeAT: =TS ferehT: 11
FATAAITERT ST T RgrTa: |

One who has the qualifications and characteristics of an Acarya has been created
by the Lord of Saiva, from the face of Sadasiva, and appointed in order to remove
the mala of people, to help them attain moksa or liberation, to perform temple
worship, teach Siddhanta philosophy to the common people, to install the deity

for the first time, proksanam, to perform initiation (d/ksa) and so on.
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Therefore, in the beginning, such a one, who possessed Siva-ness next to Siva,
was termed Adiéaiva. Such an Adiéaiva has come down in lineage from the lines
of sages like Kadyapa, Kausika, Bharadvaja, Gautama, Agastya (or Atri) created

from Siva. The Adiaiva has also been initiated by Siva and hence is known as

Sivabrahmana. He is the most superior amongst all creation. He is known as
Paracarya - one without superior. He is known as Viprottama - the most superior
amongst Brahmana-s. He is also known as Sivottama - even superior to Siva. He
is also known as Dvijjottama - the superior among the twice-born. He is also

known as Sivabheda and Sivatmaka. These are the glories of Acarya-s in short.

What are their characteristics?

Men are better when compared to animals. Among men, Brahmana-s are better.
Similarly, even among Brahmana-s, Vipra-s are better. Vipra-s not only know and
learn the veda-s but practice and live according to the veda-s. Even among them
who are inclined to perform yaga-s on their own according to the veda-s,
sannyasi-s are better. Better than sannyasi-s still, are those who worship Sankara

- Sivacarya-s, who perform Sivapija.
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wplGurgid HmCGuwell Sar(hHounmé@ i CGuiet
(UBS&BSTEPTSS Geunblsd, Hmssrami Cgrans,
LeTewr 314, 7-1b Hmpenm)
muppddum tiruméni tinduvarkku adiyén

(Srimat Cundaramiirtti cuvamigal, Tiruttondar Togai,

verse 314, 7" Tirumurai)

I am a slave to those who come into physical contact with the Divine deity in all three

time periods.

Gsfbgenrilen wUGUTgID GEdsTab Hsp Srebd
cupmsTorarelndler el aulCw &ms6lgTeriq 6
clmwwearssanarser FeuGaudwrsGs o flwuer o
QuEEbBs@SWTT GeLUGU@mend wrb Ls@pn QupdluCsr

(ubos Cesdlpnt seumblser, wplGUTgID $mGei

Sewr(Heurt Yrmentld, Lierewr 4165, Quiflur Ljgmemrio)

terindunarin muppodum celkalam nigaz kalam
varungalamanavarrin vazi vaziyé tiruttondin
virumbiyavarccanaigal civavediyarkke uriyana ap

peruntagaiyar kulapperumai yam pugazum perriyado
(§rimat cekkizar cuvamigal, muppodum

tiruméni tingduvar puranam, pa.en 4165, periya puranam)

One should understand and realize that the hereditary right to offer service to the
Divine and perform arcana as desired, coming into contact with the Divine deity,
goes only to the Sivabrahmana or AdiSaiva-s, in all three times - past, present and

future. The glory of that great clan is beyond my praise.
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Persons eligible to perform Pija in temples of the first type,

as per agamic rules

Names like Sivabrahmana, Adidaiva, Sivadvija, Gurukkal, Diksitar, D&sikar, Acaryar,
é/vécéryar and so on denote those who perform Puja at the first type of temples.
Sivabrahmana - Those who were initiated by the Rsi-s who were born from the face

of Siva, known as Sadasiva (created by Lord éiva). Proof thereof -

T Rer .

T ifeqeT: HIRTh HreIaEm: |
AT GAAT TateeeRHoT
STTaTTeseIer AeEr: ||

(s gesRRoT:, e fafy gee:, 9-320, 38)

sadasivakhyasya Sivasya vaktré

yé diksita: kausika kasyapadya: |
tésam muninam vidhivatkraména
jatassivabrahmana namadhéya: ||

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 210, 36)

Those who hereditarily rose from the lineage of the Rsi-s who were initiated by Siva
who is called Sadasiva (who received Samskara and Upade$a - both physical

cleansing and spiritual teaching) are called Sivabrahmana.

Not only are the Sivabrahmana-s eligible to perform Pija at the first type of temples,
they are also different from other Brahmana-s in that they are from the lineage of Rsi-
s like Kaus$ika, Kasyapa and so on who were directly created by Lord Siva, unlike the

other Brahmana-s who are from lineages of Rsi-s created by Brahma.
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Further proof that Sivabrahmana-s are from the lineage of Rsi-s like Kausika, Kasyapa

and so on -

Sivacarya - Origin

HITVTR: FRIULT IRFENSS T ||
AL TR T terar: |
ST Sy =T resareT A |

(ST YRR, FeTEAtaty wee:, g-08, R6-37 - R0)

kausika: kasyapascaiva bharadvajo 'tha gautama: ||
agastyadcaiva paricaité paricavaktrésu diksita: |
tésam vamsésu sanjata: sivabrahmana namaka: ||

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakarapagama, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 209, 26-b - 27)

The five Rsi-s - Kaus$ika, Kasyapa, Bharadvaja, Gautama, Agastya - have each been
initiated from one of the five Faces (of Sada&iva). Their progeny and lineage are

Z . -
known as Sivabrahmana-s.

Adiéaiva - The afore-said Sivabrahmana are termed Adidaiva. Proof thereof -

3R 3iq Weh: | Frasemn 5 ||

(S qERRTT:, FearEAtaty w2, g-0¢, 2¢-3T)

adisaiva iti prokta: sa Sivabrahmano guru: ||

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakaranagama, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 208, 28-b)
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The guru-s called Sivabrahmana are termed AdiSaiva.

The term 'Adidaiva’ literally means 'first of the Saiva'. That is, after the Universe was
created, the first Saiva-s created were Adidaiva. Since Sadasiva exists as a Saiva

even before the creation of the Universe, He is known as Anadiéaiva.

FIESIE: | f9re: cnfesa: et |

(ST YRR, FeATaty gee:, 9-320, 39-37)

anadidaiva: sa Siva: tvadisaiva: sivadvija: |

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page - 210, 37-a)

Lord Siva (Sadasiva) is called Anadi$aiva and the .§ivadvija or Sivabrihmana-s are

termed Adisaiva-s.

erGungd Qeflwibyrer Qenenmerted Slsilsg)
QuuiGurg Cpdleuns NSl (peanmend ai(peurGd
SUGLTengs sLUCLTGID o Teulsl@L jemSemrm
WpUGuUrgId FESliunt WP HenFeurmd (peileur

(s Cosdlpnt seumblser, Quiflw yrmewrb,
wpLiGurgid HmCef Sewr(Hleurt yrmenrid, Li.erewr 4165)

eppodum iniyapiran innarulal adigarittu
meyppoda nerivanda vidimuraimail vazuvame
appodaik kappodum arvamigum anbinaray

muppoaum arccippar mudarcaivaram munivar

(S'r/-mat Ceékkizar Cuvamigal, Periya Puranam,

Muppaodum Tiruméni Tinguvar Puranam, Page 4165)
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Ever flourishing due to the Grace of Lord Siva, the Adiaiva-s follow from time
immemorial without slipping, the true teaching of the Agama philosophy and

worship in all three times (past, present and future).

That only Adidaiva-s are termed Sivadvija-s is clear from the verse below, where both

terms are used to denote the same person -

feere: Rrefgst: |

(ST qEhRoTT:, FeAtaty gee:, g-20, 39-37)

tvadisaiva: Sivaavija: |

(S'r/'mat Pdrvakaranagama:, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page-210, 37-a)
Sivadvija are termed as Adisaiva.

Gurukkal - That Adiéaiva-s are termed Guru-s can be understood from the verse

below that uses both terms to denote the same -

aTfeRia 3fq Wieh: | oot & |

(A qeshROTT:, FemERtaty gee:, g-0¢, 2¢-31)

adisaiva iti prokta: sa Sivabrahmano guru: |

(Srimat Pirvakaranagama, Nityarcanavidhi patala:, page-208, 18-b)

The Guru-s called Sivabrahmana are termed as A diéaiva.

The term Guru is popular as 'Gurukkal' in a respectful form.
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Diksitar - Since they were created by Lord Siva and initiated at the beginning of
Creation for the express purpose of offering Him worship, Adiéaiva-s are also known

as Diksita-s.
REfss: Fokdn: 3 T 9 AT s |
ot S o g W T A
HEATY T S1eT YsadreE |

(ST STRFIMHFITH:, STEINTEE T2, T-93, 4E-3T-4)

Sivadvija: kulottha: yé té ca mahésvara jana: I
$ivéna diksita: pirvam srstyadau sarva éva té |

madarcanartham tésanca diksa $uddhyarthamisyaté ||

(Srimat Uttarakamikagama, Acaryabhiséka patala:, page-73, 56-b-57)

Those born in the clan of éivadvija called as AdiSaiva are Mah&évara (those
associated with Mahgeévara). They were created and initiated by Lord Siva to offer

worship to Him and are hence known as Diksita-s.

Desikar - The meaning of the word is apparent from the verse below -

I M I SRThEIgaRd: |

(TR, Ferammmerer: 2-9-32)

désa adisyaté yena desikastadudahrta: |

(Viratantram, Sivagamasékhara: 1-page-21)

Those due to whom désa (the residence or land of Lord éiva) is pointed out to the

people are known as D&§ika-s (Adisaiva).
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Even in everyday practice, since an Adiéaiva reveals the Lord in the sanctum

sanctorum to the devotees by performing Diparadhana, he is literally a Deéika.

Acaryar - The meaning of the word is understandable from the verse below.

FIHR I SR Ay |
AT o WA e e |

(Toramsd-¥ra- e, g-&)

svayamacaraté yastu acaré sthapayatyapi |
acinoti ca sastrarthan acaryastéena cocyaté ||

(Sivadvaita-$aiva-bhasyam, page-6)

Those who know and collect information from the éﬁstra-s, who then follow the said
scriptures in practice and who then instruct others in following the same are known as

Acarya-s (Adiéaiva-s).

Here, those who perform all three functions of acinoti, acaraté and acaré sthapayati,
are termed as Acarya. To collect information from the Sastra-s is acindti, to follow it
in practice is acarate and to establish the scriptural prescriptions in the public is

acare sthapayati. Those who have all three qualities are termed Acarya-s.

Sivacarya - An Adisaiva, after receiving a special initiation (Viéésadﬂ@a) is known by
the term 'Siva.' Then, after undergoing the initiation called Nirvanadiksa, he is known
by the term Acarya. So an Adiéaiva who has undergone both these initiations and is
both Siva and Acarya, is termed as éivéoérya. One might question that since others

(non- Adiaiva-s) eligible for these initiations could also be termed Sivacarya, yet the
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reference below from the Lingapurana shows that this is a special term given

specifically to the Adiéaiva-s.

TRERg Gy ReEmEe = |

(Toramsd-¥ra- s, g-&)

gauravadéva sanjnaisa sivacaryasya nanyatha |

(Sivadvaita-$aiva-bhasyam, page-6)

Due to the special honor of serving Lord Siva and for no other reason are the

el . . z . - -—
Adi$aiva-s termed Sivacarya-s.

The purpose of performing temple Piija-s. Reason why Adisaiva-

s alone are eligible to perform temple Puja-s and even Brahmins

are prohibited from performing temple Puja-s.

The effects of transgression.

TICRRERRIES Su5g6d |

TR Tagsae wdsa ygsaam ||
ST e Rraraue] HeRT: |
I Fod ey st fgeim: |
I T WEhe YR |
R o= ¥ g Saw s@on ga |
T AT T A RS |
I Ao FaR T g Ao |
e 3 [re faum: et < |
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o ¢

ORI AT T aResrd ||
(ST IRITHRTTH:, ST Weo:, -1, U-])

nrpaterayurarogyajaya sampaavivrddhaye |
gramadinam vivrddhyartham pararthéjya prayujyatam ||
pararthayajanam karyam Sivavipraistu nityasa: |
dharmika: kuruté nityam adisaivo aviottama: |
anyé tu svarthakadanyam kuryuscétkartrnasanam |
Sivasrstim vina yé tu jayanté brahmano mukhat ||

te samanya na tesam tu pararthéjyadhikarita |

yadi mohéna kurviran rajio rastrasya nasanam ||
bhrtyartham yé Sivam vipra: samanyastvarcayanti cét |

sanmasatpatanam yanti tasmattan parivarjayet ||
(Srimat Pirvakamikagama:, Arcanavidhi patala:, page-25, 5-9)

For the welfare of the king and the growth and prosperity of the village (town, city,
the kingdom), and for the continued development of longevity, freedom from
diseases, victory, prosperity and so on, Parartha Piija (temple worship) ought to

performed.

Such Parartha Piija ought to be performed daily only by the éivavipra, also known as
Adiéaiva. Adisaiva-s, who are superior to Brahmana-s, should perform daily worship
at the temples, while living without slipping from the dharmic rules prescribed. If
those other than Adisaiva-s perform any Pija other than Atmartha Pija, the

Dharmakartha (trustees) of that temple would be destroyed. (5-7a)

That only Adiéaiva-s ought to perform temple worship is further clarified due to verses
7b-9. According to the references in é/végama—s and the faith of the Saiva-s, creation

is of two types - Sivasrsti and Brahmasrsti. Since Adiaiva-s were created directly by
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Lord Siva, they belong to Sivasrsti. Those from the other four varna-s belong to

Brahmasrsti.

Those apart from éivas_rs‘gi, created through Brahma, are termed Samanya. They are
not eligible to perform Parartha Ptja or temple worship. If by desire, they choose to

do so, there would be destruction for the king and the kingdom.

If Brahmana-s, who are among Samanya-s, choose to perform worship to Lord Siva
at the temple for the sole purpose of taking care of their livelihood (by manya,
drawing a salary in cash or kind, financial help, reward and so on), there would be
destruction (of several kinds) within six months. So, this (worship by Samanya-s at

temples) should be avoided.

Refer the verse below from Tirumantiram in this context.
Cur GQarerr urrliurer Wpmen seatena of&FSGgme
Curmr@anearr CoubgreELl Gumer eNwrdwimd
un Glerenr BrligH@l LEhepw b erarC
&r Qaravr ppd Qs fbgiemrssrGer

Hmwpdrd - ugH-1. HmsCamialfey L&SDH-59

péer konga parppan piran tannai arccittal
porkonga vendarkkup polla viyadiyam
par konda nattirkup pancamum am enré

cir konda nandi terinduraittané

(Tirumandiram - part -1, Tirukkoyilizivu, page - 591)
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Since this verse reflects the import of the é/végama verses above, and since it
appears under the section titled 'destruction of the temple,' this is the meaning of the
verse.
If those who are Brahmana only by name (Samanyabrahmana) perform arcana to
Lord Siva at the temple, it would bring great disease to the warring king, there would

be famine across the country.

Since the verse mentions that this is the claim of great Siva Himself, it is apparent that

Tirumular is merely rephrasing the é/végama here.

Whether an Adisaiva of one temple can perform prayers at another

temple, belonging to a different Adisaiva clan...

T TS L T AREes |
TSI FhieiedH Teheaned Raad ||

FHRIA el TF A N SRR
(ST STRFIMHRITH:, UTATEASTY Tee:, T-238, £]2-¢]R3T)

acarya sankaro rastram rajanam nasayatyatha |
ekacaryéna kartavyam ekadévalaya sthitam ||

karmanyéna krtam taccét tat syat acaryasarnkara: |

(Srimat Uttarakamikagama:, Prayascittavidhi patala:, page - 136, 891-892a)

All activities relating to a temple (Puja and so on) must be performed by a single
Acarya (that this denotes the respective Adisaiva clan associated with the temple

hereditarily, is clarified in the verse that follows). If these activities are performed by
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any another Acarya (not associated with the temple's Adi$aiva clan) is called

Acaryasankaram.

Acaryasankaram = inter-mixture of Acarya-s, will lead to the destruction of the king

and the kingdom.

When a single Acarya at a temple cannot perform all the duties...

All activities relating to a temple must be performed by a single Acarya related to the
temple. Yet, practically, a single Acarya cannot do everything. The verse that refers to

this is as below -

e Affeh e I FHeed Raaq ||
TSHTERIYT el 31d drgfed =41 |
SRR T AT U S R S
BEITSRIESEENICE At Rt
T FS ST, |

(ST STRFIMHFITH:, TTATEAery Tee:, T-236, ¢R&-3T-¢’¢)

nitye naimittiké kamye yat karmaikalayé sthitam
ekacaryena kartavyam iti sadhuditam maya
désikasyasya putro va pautro va tasya bandhava:

taddiksitastadadééa samavistasca yé nara:

(S'r/'mat Uttarakamikagama:, Prayascittavidhi patala:, page - 136, 896-b - 898)
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(In the Prayascittavidhi patala: of Sri Uttarakamikagama, there is an interesting
conversation between the Rsi-s and Lord Siva. Lord Siva proclaims therein that, "the
activities of a particular temple should be performed by a single Acarya.

If those activities are performed by any other Acarya, it is termed Acaryasarkaram, or
inter-mixture of Acarya-s and will lead to the destruction of the king and the
kingdom." The Rsi-s then question Lord Siva, "These activities require the effort of

several people, how can a single person do it all by himself?")

(The Lord's response - "Hey Sadhu-s, let me give you the answer (way)"). "All
activities pertaining to a temple including Nityam, Naimittikam and Kamyam should
be performed by a single Acarya as prescribed by me. (Yet, it is to implement this in
practice) those born in the Adisaiva clan, the son, grandson and other relatives, were
they to obey the command of the Acarya and were they to have been initiated by the
Acarya (called Dé&$ika), all the activities performed by them would be considered to

have been performed by the Désika.

It is apparent from here that even if born in the Adisaiva clan, one needs to be
initiated by the Acarya associated with a particular temple (z‘add/'_ks/z‘é) to be able to
offer services at that temple, and that too, only at his behest (tadadésa samavista).
The son, grandson or relatives of an Acarya, of a clan associated with the temple
cannot automatically be eligible to perform Pdja at the temple. They also need to be
initiated by the Acarya (z‘add/'_ks/z‘é) and become his disciples in order to offer their

services at the temple.
If one examines the two terms Tadd/'_k_s/té, those initiated by the Acarya, Tadadésa

samavista, those who work at his behest, the meaning above becomes clearer. This

is also in practice across all large and established temples today.
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For the propagation of the clan of those who are childless...

It is also apparent from the discussion above, that if an Acarya associated with a
temple is childless, in order to propagate the worship after his lifetime, he can initiate
and command one born in the Adiéaiva community. Such a one has the right to

continue worship at the temple.

Temple worship (of the first type) performed by anyone other than an

Adisaiva is fruitless

MR e FagEEasy |

=T A A S I fengard |
(Mo AT, SreTTseTuTiary qes:, ¢; What is Sivagama, page 12)

adisaivena kartavyam pratisthadyarcanantakam |

anyatha karayet yattu nisphalam tat avapnuyat ||

(Srimat Yogajagama:, Diksalaksanavidhi patala:, 18)

All activities (in a temple) including installation to consecration and so on, ought to

be performed by Adisaiva-s. If performed any other way, it becomes fruitless.

T RIEATCET &0 i aar ||
RafayeT oy S @ndHg &
TR FA o BT Faceaar ||

TSI o AT ST F Hr:
(SO QARITHRTT: , TEARTES:, T-19, AR¥-37-2R10-37)
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tasmat pararthamatmartham sthapanam yajanam tatha |l
Sivavipréna kartavyam anyésam svarthaméva hi |
pararthamapi kuryat cét Iopéna nrpatéstatha |l tadrastrasya ca

nasasyat aciréna na samsaya: |

(S'r/‘-mat Parvakamikagama:, Tantravatarapatala:, page - 7, 124b-127a)

Thus (since Adisaiva-s have the eligibility), Atmartha Kumbhabhisékam, Atmartha
Puja, Parartha Kumbhabhiseékam and Parartha Puja, ought to be performed only by
.§ivavipra—s also known as AdiSaiva-s. Because, (apart from Adi$aiva-s) others have
only been prescribed only Atmartha Pijja. If due to lack of regulation (apart from
Adisaiva-s) they perform temple Pi1ja or Parartha Piija, it is definite that the king and

kingdom will face destruction.
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Conclusion

The research committee solemnly states that the above quotations from various texts
are only illustrative and not exhaustive in nature. Aimost all Agama-s mandate that
Parartha é/vé/aya Pgja-s are to be performed only by the Adiaiva éivéoérya—s and

not by any one else including highly erudite scholars and learned persons.

Research Committee
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